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YASHWANTRAO CHAVAN NATIONAL AWARD, 2011
FOR NATIONAL INTEGRATION, DEMOCRATIC VALUES
OR, SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT IN INDIA

CITATION

MARSHAL OF THE INDIAN AIR-FORCE ARJAN SINGH

Marshal of the Indian Air-Force Arjan Singh
was born on 15th Apnl, 1919 in Lyallpur (now in
Pakistan, renamed Faisalabad) and educated, first in
Montgomery and then at the Government College
in Lahore. He became a champion swimmer in his
school days. He held the all-India record in free-
style swimming for one mile and half mile events.
In his third year of college, he appeared for the open
entrance examination for the Armed Forces. He was
selected for the Air Force and sent to Royal Air
Force College, Cranwell, U.K. for training in 1938,
Since the second World War broke out in Europe in
1939, the course at Cranwell was cut short and the
cadets were commissioned in December, 1939,

As a newly commissioned Pilot Officer, he
joined No.l Squadron of the Indian Air Force in
early 1940. His first posting was to Ambala, then
Karachi and later the North West Frontier Province,
now in Pakistan. The operations in North West
Frontier Province groomed him for his operations
against the Japanese. He led the No.l Squadron
{Tigers) during the Arakan Campaign. Incidentally
the No.l Squadron was presented with 16 new
Lysander aircrafis by the citizens of Bombay (as it
was called then) and for long it was known as the
‘Bombay Squadron’ ! He displayed his leadership
qualities during the siege of Imphal. The Imphal-
Kohima battle has been recognized as one of the
decisive battles of the 20th century. In recognition
of his leadership and gallantry in the air. he was
honoured with the Distinguished Flying Cross in
1944, by Lord Mountbatten, who was the Supreme
Allied Commander in South East Asia.

The Citation said, “This Officer completed
very many operational missions, involving flights
over difficult country, often in bad weather. He has
displayed outstanding leadership. great skill and
courage, qualities which have been reflected in the
high morale and efficiency of the squadron which
has won much success™.

On the Independence Day, the fly past on the
historic Red Fort was led by MIAF Arjan Singh. He
got married on 15th February, 1948 to Teji, daughter
of Sardar Pratap Singh. The marriage ceremony
was held at in No.1 Janpath, the house of Sir Sobha
Singh, the man who built New Delhi.

On Ist August, 1964, at the young age of 45,
he took over as the IAF's third Indian Chief of Air
Staff, When Pakistan launched its Operation Grand
Slam which aimed at capturing Kashmir by severing
the links between Kashmir and the rest of India, he
was summoned into the office of Shri Yashwantrao
Chavan who was then Defence Minister and asked
to give air support. He promised to do so in an hour
and the Air-Force attacked the advancing Pakistan
forces and thwarted their Operation Grand Slam.
It can truly be said that, but for the tmely action
by the Indian Air-Force in the Chhamb sector
on 1st September, 1965, history could well have
been different. In the following weeks, the 1AF
consolidated its air superiority by deep penetration
attacks against enemy targets including the farthest
airfields like Peshawar. The then Defence Minister,

Shri Yashwamtrao Chavan noted in his diary
on 12th September, 1965, “CAS was given O.K.
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for Peshawar. When he is asked to go ahead on a
new task, CAS even walks as a dancing bird. A real
fighting Sikh ! And yet how soft and gentle”. For
his astute leadership of the Air-Force at a critical
juncture, MIAF Aran Singh was awarded the
Padma Vibhushan. After the Investiture Ceremony.
he noted “what a destiny - from a village boy of
Lyallpur to the Head of India’s Air Force”. He was
destined to win many more laurels in the years to
come. He became the first Air Chief Marshal of the
Indian Air-Force on January 13, 1966.

In 1969, at the age of 50, he completed his
tenure as Chief of the Air Staff and retired. During his
stewardship of the Air-Force, the IAF was equipped
with new generation supersonic fighters, strategic
reconnaissance aircraft, tactical transport aircraft
and assault helicoplers. Work on modern radar
and communication network also commenced and
work on establishment of the Air-Force Academy at
Hyderabad was started.

In 1967, MIAF Arjan Singh had the unique
honour of being invited to take the salute at the
passing out parade of the Royal Air Force Flying
College. Cranwell, where he had first learnt flying.
He presented the *Sword of Honour” to the best
Cadet.

He continued 1o serve the country in different
capacities even after retirement. He served as India’s
Ambassador to Switzerland and the Vatican city, as
the Indian High Commissioner to Kenya and then as
Lt. Governor of Delhi.

The Government of India conferred the rank
of Marshal of the Indian Air-Force on Shni Arjan
Singh, in January, 2002 making him the first and the
only “Five Rank’ Officer of the Indian Air-Force.

He has been an icon for Air-Force officers because
of his commitment, competence and courage. The
conferment of the rank of Marshal of the Indian Air
Force was a recognition of his outstanding services
to the nation,

He has fought three wars but he knows the
sacrifices that war involves. He has spoken about
how he was amongst the

lucky 5 out of the 21 who went to fight the war
in Burma. Al the same time, as a pragmatic person he
believes that the only way to prevent war is always
to be prepared for it. In his long and distinguished
career, many honours have been conferred on him.
He particularly cherishes the ‘Doctor of Literature’.
Honoris Causa conferred by the Guru Nanak Dev
University. While receiving it, he said that he had
been given a much higher degree though he had
missed his graduation since he had left his studies to
join the Indian Air-Force

His personal life has been no less distinguished.
He has sold off his farm near Delhi and invested a
corpus of Rs.2 Crore to form a Trust devoted to the
benefit of retired Air-Force personnel. Though his
wife and son were made Trustees for life, the Trust
is run by the President of the Air-Force Association
and other ex-officio members of the Indian Air-Force.
This exemplary act of self-sacrifice for the benefit of
retired Air-Force personnel is so characteristic of his
magnanimity.

The Yashwantrao Chavan Pratishthan. Mumbai
feels privileged in conferrning the Yashwantrao
Chavan National Award 2011 on an outstanding
person, Marshal of the Indian Air Force Arjan Singh
who has dedicated his life to protect the honour and
integrity of India.

Dr.Anil Kakodkar Sharad Pawar
Mumbai Chairman President
12th March 2012 Panel of Jury Yashwantrao Chavan Pratishthan
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General

<

During the period Oct. 2011 to Jan. 2012
training continued as per schedule. The
DAC Aug. 2011 was drawing close to a
successful conclusion. The placement
process was proceeding as per plan
with the centralised common placement
program scheduled to start from Feb 2012.
The selection process for Advanced courses
scheduled to commence from Feb 2012 were
also conducted during this period. There
was keen interest displayed by students
to undergo Multimedia and Animation
training.

The following courses and training
procedures were conducted during the
period:

(a) C_PROGRAMMING: Two courses

were conducted with a wview of
preparing students for the DAC course
due to commence in FEB 2012.

(b) MULTIMEDIA: Two courses were
conducted for the DIPLOMA in
MULTIMEDIA CREATIONS. One
modular course was also conducted.

(c) DIT: The response for Basic courses
is on the decline with the large
proliferation of computers. However
three courses were conducted.

(d) DATA BASE TECHNOLOGIES:

One course was conducted for the

{e)

()

(g)

(h)

(1)

)

(k)

(1

SUBSIDIARY
BUREAU (SIB).

ENTRANCE TESTS: Entrance tes!s
were conducted for DAC, DACA and

DITISS courses on behalf of CDAC.
EXAMINATIONS: Two

examinations were conducted
for the EMPLOYEES' STATE
INSURANCE CORPORATION
( ESIC).

FREE TRAINING: Training was
given free of cost to candidates who
were aspirants for the DAC FEB 2012
course. Candidates appearing for local
entrance tests were also given FREE
training.

FINAL EXAMINATION: The final
examination for the DAC Aug. 2011

batch was conducted for 106 students.
Earlier, a mid course examination was
also conducted.

SELECTION: The selection process
stage 2 and 3 for the DAC Feb 2012
course was conducted. 42 offer letters
for admission were issued.

GUEST LECTURE: One of the

leading software companies, ‘ON
MOBILE' was invited to conduct a
lecture on industry orientation and H
practices.

INTELLIGENCE

A Special session on ANDROID
technology was conducted.

A special program on IT was organized
for senior citizens.
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CORPORATE TRAINING 9. Modular courses in MULTIMEDIA have
Training was conducted for the SIB in also been planned.
one BASIC module and DATA BASE 10. A trip to ALIBAUG for DAC students was
TECHNOLOGY. A total of four batches organised after the final exam.
were conducted.
PLACEMENT
Examinations were conducted for the L
11, The Centralised Common Placement
iSIC, More than 150 students undertook Program (COPP) Mumbai vegion is due to
3 Commence in Feb. 2012 for the DAC AUG
A Special training course was also 2011 batch.
conducted for students appeared for the FORTHCOMING EVENTS
examination.
A lecture on CLOUD COMPUTING was = ;iﬂﬂﬁﬂ SNme" SomImiEnsing Som ¥ L
organised for DAC students. ’
13. Special training on C, Aptitude and SOFT
MARKETING
SKILLS.
SE"_Z“]J “"“t‘:;: h“;;wbe"“ planned for ., Spesial treining for CHIEF QUALITY
poeen L0 TR, ASSURANCE ESTABLISHMENT
Several courses have been planned for (CQAE).
i‘:ili‘ilﬁfiﬂ::‘;";ﬁﬂsf’iﬂ :flﬁif 15. Examinations for MAHARASHTRA
: 8 STATE SECURITY COUNCIL (MSSC).
vacations have been planned.
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o Computer Fundamentals
Udobe Photoshop
Adobe Flash

HI ML Scripting

5th floor, Y.B. Chavan Centre,
Gen. J. Bhosle Marg,Opp. Mantralaya, Nariman Point,
Mumbai - 400021 Tel. No.- 22817975 | 22043617,19
E-mail - Website - www.ycpait.org
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